What Mine Mine: A Complete Guide to George
MacDonald's Novel

Summary

What Mine Mine is a novel by George MacDonald, first published in 1886.
The novel tells the story of a young woman named Agnes who is orphaned
at a young age and raised by her wealthy aunt and uncle. Agnes is a kind
and compassionate young woman, but she is also naive and sheltered.
When she falls in love with a young man named Robert, she is unaware of
his true nature. Robert is a gambler and a cheat, and he eventually
abandons Agnes after she becomes pregnant.
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Agnes is left alone and heartbroken, but she is determined to raise her
child on her own. She finds work as a governess, and she eventually meets
a kind and supportive man named John. John falls in love with Agnes, and
he proposes to her. Agnes is hesitant to accept, but she eventually agrees
to marry him.
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Agnes and John have a happy marriage, but they are both haunted by the
past. Agnes is still in love with Robert, and she fears that he will one day
return to claim her child. John is aware of Agnes's feelings, and he is
jealous of Robert. When Robert does eventually return, John is forced to
confront his own feelings and his love for Agnes.

What Mine Mine is a complex and rewarding novel that explores themes of
love, loss, and redemption. The novel is a beautifully written and moving
story that will stay with readers long after they finish it.

Analysis

What Mine Mine is a novel that is rich in symbolism and allegory. The novel
can be read on many different levels, and it offers new insights with each
reading.

One of the most important symbols in the novel is the mine. The mine
represents the darkness and danger that Agnes must face in order to find
true love and happiness. The mine is also a symbol of the unconscious
mind, and it represents the hidden depths of Agnes's own psyche.

Another important symbol in the novel is the child. The child represents the
innocence and vulnerability that Agnes must protect. The child is also a
symbol of hope and the future.

The characters in What Mine Mine are complex and well-developed. Agnes
is a strong and courageous woman, but she is also vulnerable and naive.
Robert is a charming and charismatic man, but he is also selfish and
destructive. John is a kind and supportive man, but he is also jealous and
insecure.



The themes of What Mine Mine are universal and timeless. The novel
explores the themes of love, loss, and redemption. The novel also explores
the importance of facing one's own darkness and finding the strength to
overcome it.

Discussion

What Mine Mine is a novel that has been praised by critics for its beautiful
writing, its complex characters, and its timeless themes. The novel is a
challenging and rewarding read, and it is one that will stay with readers
long after they finish it.

One of the most striking things about What Mine Mine is its beautiful
writing. MacDonald was a master of language, and he uses his words to
create a rich and evocative world. The novel is full of vivid descriptions and
lyrical passages.

Another strength of What Mine Mine is its complex characters.
MacDonald's characters are not simply good or evil, but rather complex
and flawed individuals. Agnes, Robert, and John are all well-developed
characters, and readers will find themselves drawn to their stories.

Finally, What Mine Mine explores timeless themes that will resonate with
readers of all ages. The novel explores the themes of love, loss, and
redemption. The novel also explores the importance of facing one's own
darkness and finding the strength to overcome it.

What Mine Mine is a challenging and rewarding novel that is sure to stay
with readers long after they finish it. The novel is a beautiful and moving
story that explores universal and timeless themes.



What Mine Mine is a masterpiece of Victorian literature. The novel is a
complex and rewarding work that explores themes of love, loss, and
redemption. The novel is beautifully written and features complex and well-
developed characters. What Mine Mine is a must-read for fans of Victorian
literature and for anyone who enjoys a good story.
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