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The Sound of Broken Chains is a powerful and evocative novel that
explores the themes of slavery, freedom, and the search for identity. Set
against the backdrop of the American Civil War, the novel follows the
journey of a young slave named Cora as she escapes to freedom and tries
to build a new life for herself. Along the way, she encounters a cast of
characters who help and hinder her journey, and she must confront the
challenges of racism and discrimination that are rampant in the society of
her time.

Plot Summary

Cora is a young slave who lives on a plantation in Georgia. She is owned
by a cruel master who beats her and rapes her. One day, Cora decides that
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she can no longer bear the abuse, and she escapes to freedom. She
travels north, following the Underground Railroad, and eventually reaches
Philadelphia. In Philadelphia, Cora meets a group of free black people who
help her to find work and a place to live. She also meets a man named
Caesar, who falls in love with her. Cora and Caesar marry, and they have a
child together. However, their happiness is short-lived. Cora's former
master tracks her down and kidnaps her. He takes her back to Georgia and
sells her to another plantation. Cora is once again subjected to abuse and
torture. However, she never gives up hope of freedom. She eventually
escapes again, and she makes her way back to Philadelphia. Cora is
reunited with her husband and child, and they live happily ever after.
Characters

Cora is the protagonist of the novel. She is a young slave who
escapes to freedom and tries to build a new life for herself. She is a
strong and determined woman who never gives up hope, even in the
face of adversity.

Caesar is a free black man who falls in love with Cora. He is a kind
and compassionate man who supports Cora in her journey to freedom.

Cora's master is a cruel and heartless man who abuses and rapes
Cora. He is a symbol of the evils of slavery.

The Underground Railroad is a network of secret routes and safe
houses that helped slaves to escape to freedom. It is a symbol of hope
and resistance.

Themes

Slavery is the central theme of the novel. Morrison explores the
horrors of slavery and its dehumanizing effects on its victims.



Freedom is another major theme of the novel. Cora's journey to
freedom is a powerful symbol of the struggle for liberation from
oppression.

Identity is a third major theme of the novel. Cora's search for identity
is a reflection of the challenges that black people have faced in
America throughout history.

The Sound of Broken Chains is a powerful and moving novel that tells a
timeless story of slavery, freedom, and identity. It is a must-read for anyone
who wants to understand the history of the United States and the ongoing
struggle for racial justice.
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