
Plutarch: The Preeminent Biographer and
Moralist of Ancient Greece
Plutarch, a prominent figure of the first and second centuries CE, left an
enduring legacy as a prolific historian, biographer, and moral philosopher.
His works, spanning diverse subjects from politics to ethics, have
profoundly influenced Western thought and literature for centuries.

Early Life and Influences

Plutarch was born around 46 CE in Chaeronea, a small town in central
Greece. He hailed from a wealthy and well-educated family, providing him
with access to a superior education. Plutarch's teachers included the
renowned philosopher Ammonius, who introduced him to the works of Plato
and the Stoics. These early influences significantly shaped his intellectual
development.
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The "Parallel Lives"

Plutarch is best known for his Parallel Lives, a collection of 46 biographical
accounts of eminent Greek and Roman statesmen and generals. These
biographies were grouped in pairs, comparing the lives and achievements
of individuals from different eras. The Parallel Lives showcase Plutarch's
keen eye for detail, his ability to weave together historical facts with literary
embellishments, and his profound understanding of human nature.

Among the notable figures profiled in the Parallel Lives are Alexander the
Great, Julius Caesar, Scipio Africanus, and Cicero. Plutarch's biographies
provide insights into these individuals' personalities, motivations, and the
historical contexts in which they operated. They are valuable resources for
historians and scholars alike.

Moral Philosophy

In addition to his historical writings, Plutarch was also a renowned moral
philosopher. His Moralia, a collection of over 70 essays on ethical and
philosophical topics, reveals his deep concern with human conduct and
virtue. Plutarch drew upon the teachings of Plato, Stoicism, and other
philosophical traditions to address issues of ethics, friendship, education,
and religion.

One of Plutarch's most influential moral treatises is his On Marriage, which
discusses the nature and importance of marital relationships. He believed
that marriage was a sacred union based on mutual respect, love, and
procreation. Plutarch's writings on morality continue to resonate with
readers today, offering timeless wisdom on the challenges and rewards of
human existence.



Literary Style and Legacy

Plutarch's writing style is characterized by its clarity, precision, and
elegance. He employed a conversational tone, engaging his readers
through anecdotes, quotes, and personal reflections. His prose is rich in
vivid descriptions and psychological insights, making his works highly
readable and enjoyable.

Plutarch's influence on Western literature is immense. His Parallel Lives
served as a model for later biographers, such as Suetonius and Tacitus.
The moral lessons and philosophical insights embedded within his writings
have been adapted and reinterpreted by countless authors, including
Shakespeare, Montaigne, and Emerson.

Modern Reception and Criticism

Plutarch's works continue to be studied and admired by scholars and
general readers alike. Modern editions of his biographies and essays are
widely available, and his writings have been translated into numerous
languages. However, Plutarch's historical accounts have also been subject
to some criticism.

Some scholars question Plutarch's reliability as a historian, pointing to his
tendency to embellish anecdotes and rely on hearsay. Others argue that
his moralistic perspective sometimes overshadows historical objectivity.
Nonetheless, Plutarch's writings remain an invaluable source of information
about the ancient world and a testament to his enduring literary and
philosophical legacy.

Plutarch, the distinguished biographer, moralist, and philosopher of ancient
Greece, left an indelible mark on Western thought and literature. His



Parallel Lives and Moralia provide a rich tapestry of historical knowledge,
ethical wisdom, and human insights that continue to captivate readers
centuries after their creation. Plutarch's legacy as a literary master and
profound thinker endures, making him one of the most celebrated figures in
the annals of Classical Antiquity.
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Total knee replacement (TKR) is a surgical procedure that involves replacing the
damaged knee joint with an artificial implant. It is a common...
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Welcome to the exciting world of clarinet playing! Whether you're a complete beginner
or have some prior musical experience, our systematic fingering course is...


