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When We Dead Awaken: A Comprehensive
Analysis

Henrik Ibsen, the towering figure of Norwegian drama, crafted a body of
work that continues to captivate audiences worldwide. His plays delve into
the profound depths of the human condition, exposing the complexities of
social structures, individual morality, and the eternal search for meaning.
Four of his most renowned works — Pillars of Society, Rosmersholm, Little
Eyolf, and When We Dead Awaken — offer a particularly illuminating
exploration of these themes, presenting a haunting and thought-provoking
quartet of dramatic masterpieces.

Pillars of Society: The Facade of Morality

Pillars of Society exposes the hypocrisy that lurks beneath the surface of a
seemingly respectable community. Pillars of society, those who hold
positions of power and influence, are revealed to be far from the moral
exemplars they present themselves to be. The play's protagonist, Karsten
Bernick, is a pillar of society in every sense. He is the town's most
prominent citizen, a successful businessman, and a philanthropist.
However, his facade of respectability is shattered when his past
transgressions come to light, exposing his true character as one driven by
selfishness, greed, and a disregard for the well-being of others.
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Ibsen's use of symbolism in Pillars of Society is particularly striking. The
pillars that the town's reputation rests upon are revealed to be rotten and
hollow, a metaphor for the superficiality and moral bankruptcy that
pervades the community.

Rosmersholm: The Weight of the Past

Rosmersholm is a haunting and atmospheric play that explores the
destructive power of the past. The play's setting is a remote and isolated
manor, where the widowed Rosmer and his young ward, Rebecca West,
live in uneasy companionship. Their lives are shadowed by the tragic death
of Rosmer's wife, Beata, whose ghost seems to haunt the manor.

The past weighs heavily on Rosmer and Rebecca, shaping their every
decision and interaction. Rosmer is torn between his desire to move on
with his life and his sense of guilt and responsibility towards Beata's
memory. Rebecca, on the other hand, is consumed by a desire for revenge
against those she believes wronged her in the past.

Ibsen's use of symbolism in Rosmersholm is subtle and yet deeply
resonant. The manor itself is a symbol of the past, a place where the
ghosts ofi@EM@E AR o T < 3. The white horse that Rosmer sees in
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his dreams symbolizes freedom and escape, but it is also associated with
death and destruction.

Little Eyolf: The Pain of Loss

Little Eyolf is a deeply moving and compassionate play that explores the
devastating effects of loss. The play centers on the Borgens, a well-to-do
family who are struggling to come to terms with the death of their young
son, Eyolf.

The loss of Eyolf has a profound impact on each member of the family.
Allborg, the father, becomes withdrawn and distant, consumed by his grief.
Rita, the mother, becomes increasingly desperate for love and attention,
clinging to Eyolf's memory as a way to fill the void in her life. Eyolf's older
sister, Asta, is left feeling lonely and isolated, as she struggles to
understand her parents' grief and to find her own place in the world.

Ibsen's use of symbolism in Little Eyolf is both subtle and powerful. The
crutch that Eyolf uses after losing his leg is a symbol of his vulnerability and
dependence. The sea, which is a constant presence throughout the play,
symbolizes both the beauty and the danger of life.

When We Dead Awaken: The Search for Meaning

When We Dead Awaken is a profound and enigmatic play that explores the
themes of art, love, and the search for meaning in life. The play follows the
story of sculptor Rubek and his muse, Irene. Rubek has sacrificed his love
for Irene in order to pursue his artistic ambitions. He has created a
masterpiece of sculpture, but he has lost something essential in the
process.



When Irene returns to Rubek's life, he is forced to confront the choices he
has made. He realizes that he has sacrificed his own humanity in his
pursuit of art. Irene, on the other hand, has found a new sense of purpose
in her life. She has become a nurse, and she is dedicated to helping others.

Ibsen's use of symbolism in When We Dead Awaken is complex and
thought-provoking. The statue that Rubek creates is a symbol of his artistic
achievement, but it is also a reminder of the price he has paid for it. The fog
that surrounds the mountaintop where the play takes place is a symbol of
the mystery and uncertainty of life.

Pillars of Society, Rosmersholm, Little Eyolf, and When We Dead Awaken
are four of Henrik Ibsen's most profound and enduring plays. They explore
the complexities of the human condition, the destructive power of the past,
the pain of loss, and the search for meaning in life. Ibsen's use of
symbolism is masterful, and his characters are deeply human and
relatable. These plays continue to resonate with audiences today, offering
insights into our own lives and the challenges we face.
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