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In the realm of classic literature, few novels have captured the hearts and
minds of readers as profoundly as Far Above Rubies by George
MacDonald. First published in 1868, this captivating tale transcends the
boundaries of time, offering a timeless exploration of love, faith, and the
complexities of human nature.

Through its intricate tapestry of characters and the lyrical prose that has
become MacDonald's hallmark, Far Above Rubies invites us to delve into
the depths of the human heart, illuminating the struggles, triumphs, and
unbreakable bonds that shape our lives.

A Tale of Love and Loss
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At the heart of Far Above Rubies lies the poignant love story of Margaret
Maitland and Henry Lennox. Margaret, a young woman of uncommon
intelligence and unwavering faith, finds herself torn between her affection
for the charming and worldly Henry and her deeply held principles. As their
lives intertwine, they must navigate the challenges of social expectations,
family obligations, and the inexorable currents of fate.

MacDonald weaves a story of love that is both tender and tragic, testing the
limits of human endurance and exploring the profound impact of loss on the
human soul. Through Margaret's journey, we witness the transformative
power of love, its capacity to uplift and inspire, yet also its capacity to inflict
unbearable pain.

The Search for Meaning

Beyond the love story, Far Above Rubies is a profound meditation on faith
and the search for meaning in life. MacDonald deftly intertwines theological
themes into the narrative, exploring the nature of God, the purpose of
suffering, and the struggle to reconcile our earthly experiences with a
higher purpose.

Through the characters of Margaret and Henry, MacDonald challenges
conventional notions of religion, presenting a nuanced and compassionate
view that emphasizes the importance of personal experience and the
cultivation of a deep, abiding faith. He invites readers to question their own
beliefs and to seek a deeper understanding of the divine.

The Complexity of Human Nature

One of the most striking aspects of Far Above Rubies is its insightful
portrayal of human nature. MacDonald delves into the complexities of the



human psyche, exploring the myriad of emotions, motivations, and desires
that drive our actions. He presents a cast of characters who are both
flawed and relatable, their strengths and weaknesses mirroring our own.

Through Margaret's inner struggles, we witness the battle between
conscience and desire, the longing for fulfillment, and the consequences of
our choices. MacDonald paints a realistic picture of human nature,
acknowledging both the beauty and the darkness that resides within us.

The Enduring Legacy of Far Above Rubies

Since its initial publication in the Victorian era, Far Above Rubies has left an
enduring mark on literature and beyond. Its themes of love, faith, and
human nature continue to resonate with readers across generations,
inspiring and challenging them to grapple with the complexities of life.

MacDonald's lyrical prose and compelling characters have earned him a
place among the greatest writers of English literature. Far Above Rubies is
not merely a novel to be read; it is an experience to be savored, a journey
that will linger in the reader's mind long after the last page is turned.

Far Above Rubies is a classic of enduring power and relevance. It is a
novel that explores the depths of the human experience, offering insights
into love, faith, and the complexities of human nature. Through the
poignant journey of its characters, MacDonald invites us to reflect on our
own lives, to question our beliefs, and to seek a deeper understanding of
ourselves and the world around us.

Whether you are a seasoned reader of classic literature or a newcomer to
the genre, I highly recommend embarking on the journey that is Far Above



Rubies. Prepare to be captivated, challenged, and ultimately transformed
by the timeless wisdom and beauty that this novel has to offer.
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