
Before the Golden Age: A History of Television
Directing from 1948 to 1988

The Golden Age of Television is often considered to have begun in the mid-
1950s, with the advent of shows like I Love Lucy, The Honeymooners, and
Alfred Hitchcock Presents. However, the roots of television directing can be
traced back to the early days of the medium, in the late 1940s and early
1950s. This was a time of experimentation and innovation, as directors and
producers sought to develop new ways to tell stories on the small screen.

The Early Years (1948-1954)

The first television directors were often former radio directors or stage
directors. They brought with them their experience in creating live, multi-
camera productions. However, television presented unique challenges,
such as the need to work with a limited number of cameras and the need to
keep the action moving at a brisk pace. Early directors also had to deal with
the technical limitations of the time, such as poor lighting and sound quality.
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Despite these challenges, early directors managed to create some
innovative and memorable television shows. One of the most influential
directors of this era was John Frankenheimer, who directed the
groundbreaking live drama Marty in 1953. Frankenheimer's use of multiple
cameras and fluid camera movements helped to create a sense of realism
that was new to television.

The Rise of the Independent Director (1954-1960)

In the mid-1950s, a new generation of directors began to emerge, who
were not afraid to break away from the traditional conventions of television
directing. These directors, often working on independent productions,
experimented with new techniques and styles. One of the most influential
directors of this era was Sidney Lumet, who directed the groundbreaking
drama Twelve Angry Men in 1957. Lumet's use of close-ups and long takes
helped to create a sense of intensity and realism that was new to television.

The Golden Age (1960-1988)

The Golden Age of Television is often considered to have begun in the
early 1960s, with the advent of shows like The Twilight Zone, Star Trek,
and The Mary Tyler Moore Show. These shows, and others like them, were
characterized by their high production values, innovative storytelling, and
memorable characters. The directors of these shows were often given
more creative freedom than their predecessors, and they used this freedom
to push the boundaries of television.
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One of the most influential directors of the Golden Age was Alfred
Hitchcock, who directed the anthology series Alfred Hitchcock Presents
from 1955 to 1962. Hitchcock's use of suspense, macabre humor, and
innovative camera techniques helped to create a unique and memorable
brand of television.

The Decline of the Director (1988-Present)

The Golden Age of Television came to an end in the late 1980s, as the rise
of cable television and home video led to a decline in the quality of network
programming. Directors lost some of their creative freedom, as networks
became more focused on profits than on quality. As a result, many talented
directors left television for other mediums, such as film.

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in television, as
streaming services like Netflix and Hulu have given directors more creative
freedom. However, the role of the director in television has changed
significantly from the days of the Golden Age. Today, directors are often
more like managers than artists, overseeing a team of writers, producers,
and actors. As a result, the director's vision is often less evident in the final
product.

The history of television directing is a long and storied one, filled with
innovation, experimentation, and change. From the early days of live drama
to the Golden Age of the 1960s and 1970s, directors have played a vital
role in shaping the medium of television. While the role of the director has
changed in recent years, one thing remains the same: television directors
continue to be responsible for bringing the writer's vision to life.
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