
Battling Bella: The Protest Politics of Bella
Abzug

Bella Abzug was a pioneering feminist and peace activist who made her
mark on American politics by challenging the status quo and advocating for
social justice. Known for her outspoken nature, distinctive hats, and
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unwavering commitment to her beliefs, Abzug left a lasting legacy that
continues to inspire activists and policymakers today.
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Early Life and Political Beginnings

Bella Savitsky was born in New York City in 1920 to Russian immigrant
parents. She grew up in a working-class neighborhood, where she was
exposed to the challenges and inequalities faced by ordinary Americans.
After graduating from Columbia University, Abzug worked as a lawyer and
a labor organizer. Her experiences during this time ignited a passion for
social justice and led her into politics.

In 1961, Abzug was elected to the New York State Assembly, where she
quickly made a name for herself as a vocal advocate for women's rights,
civil rights, and peace. She challenged traditional gender roles, demanding
equal pay for equal work, access to reproductive healthcare, and an end to
discrimination against women.

Congress and the Women's Movement
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In 1971, Abzug made history by becoming one of the first women to be
elected to the United States Congress. As a member of the Democratic
Party, she represented the 19th Congressional District of New York, which
included parts of Manhattan and the Bronx.

During her three terms in Congress, Abzug continued to champion her
progressive ideals. She fought for the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment, which would have guaranteed equal protection under the law
regardless of sex. She also opposed the Vietnam War, co-founding the
Women Strike for Peace and using her platform to call for an end to the
conflict.

Abzug's commitment to the women's movement was unwavering. She was
a key figure in the founding of the National Women's Political Caucus,
which aimed to increase the representation of women in elected office. She
also worked to ensure that women's issues were taken seriously by
policymakers, introducing legislation on topics such as childcare,
reproductive rights, and economic equality.

Unconventional Activism and Legacy

Bella Abzug was known for her unconventional approach to activism. She
was not afraid to break down barriers and challenge established norms.
Her fiery speeches, colorful hats, and bold personality made her a
recognizable figure in the political landscape.

Abzug's legacy extends beyond her time in office. She inspired countless
women and activists to enter politics and fight for social change. Her work
on women's rights, peace, and equality paved the way for future progress
and continues to resonate with people today.



Her commitment to intersectionality was also significant. Abzug recognized
that the struggles faced by women were intertwined with issues of race,
class, and sexual orientation. She fought for the rights of all marginalized
groups, believing that true equality could only be achieved when everyone
was treated with dignity and respect.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite her significant accomplishments, Bella Abzug's career was not
without challenges and controversies. Her outspoken nature and
willingness to challenge the status quo often made her a target of criticism.
Some in the political establishment viewed her as too radical and
confrontational.

Abzug also faced personal challenges. Her marriage to Martin Abzug
ended in divorce, and her son died tragically in a car accident. These
experiences tested her resilience and determination, but she remained
steadfast in her activism.

Later Life and Continued Advocacy

After leaving Congress in 1977, Abzug continued to be a vocal advocate for
her beliefs. She taught at various universities, wrote several books, and
worked with organizations dedicated to promoting peace, justice, and
equality.

In 1985, Abzug co-founded the Women's Environment and Development
Organization (WEDO),which focused on addressing the environmental and
health impacts of development on women and marginalized communities.
She also remained active in the peace movement, working to end the Cold
War and promote global disarmament.



Bella Abzug was a fearless advocate for social justice who challenged the
status quo and inspired countless others to do the same. Her passion for
women's rights, peace, and equality left a lasting legacy that continues to
shape political discourse and activism today.

Abzug's unconventional approach and bold personality may have made her
a polarizing figure, but her impact on American society cannot be denied.
She helped to break down barriers, raise awareness of important issues,
and pave the way for progress on issues that are still relevant today.

As we continue to face challenges to democracy, equality, and the
environment, Bella Abzug's message of hope and activism remains as
important as ever. Her legacy reminds us that even one person can make a
difference and that by speaking out, fighting for our beliefs, and inspiring
others, we can create a more just and equitable world for all.
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