Adolescents In Humanitarian Crisis:
Displacement Gender And Social Inequalities
(Routledge Humanitarian Studies)

Adolescents, individuals aged 10 to 19 years, constitute a significant and
vulnerable population in humanitarian crises. Their developmental stage,
physical and emotional changes, and limited life experiences make them
particularly susceptible to the challenges these crises present. This article
aims to shed light on the unique needs and challenges of adolescents in
humanitarian settings and explore strategies to empower their resilience
and well-being.

Challenges Faced by Adolescents in Crises:

1. Physical and Mental Health Risks:
Adolescents in humanitarian crises often face malnutrition, injury, and
disease due to limited access to food, healthcare, and sanitation. They are

also more vulnerable to psychological distress, trauma, and anxiety
stemming from witnessing violence or displacement.
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2. Education Disruption:

Education is crucial for adolescents' cognitive, social, and economic
development. However, in emergencies, schools are often destroyed or
inaccessible, leaving many adolescents without educational opportunities
and limited prospects for the future.

3. Social Isolation and Marginalization:

Adolescents often lose their social connections and support systems during
crises. They may feel isolated and detached from their communities,
increasing their vulnerability to exploitation and abuse.

4. Gender-Specific Challenges:

Adolescent girls face unique challenges in humanitarian settings, including
increased risk of sexual violence, child marriage, and pregnancy. They may
also have limited access to reproductive health services.

Empowering Adolescents' Resilience:

Despite the challenges they face, adolescents possess remarkable
resilience and;& /1. Empowering them requires a comprehensive approach
that addresses their physical, mental, social, and educational needs.
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1. Access to Healthcare and Nutrition:

Ensuring access to nutritious food, clean water, and healthcare services is
paramount for adolescents' physical and mental well-being. Providing them
with age-appropriate health education and counseling is also crucial.

2. Education and Skills Development:

Continuing education in emergencies is essential for adolescents' future
prospects. Establishing alternative learning spaces and providing
vocational training empowers them with skills and knowledge that can
improve their lives.

3. Psychosocial Support:

Adolescents need psychosocial support to cope with the trauma and stress
of displacement and violence. Safe spaces, peer support groups, and
mental health services can provide them with the necessary emotional
support and resilience-building strategies.

4. Community Engagement:

Adolescents are valuable members of their communities. Engaging them in
decision-making, peacebuilding initiatives, and volunteerism can foster their
sense of belonging and empowerment.

5. Protection from Violence and Exploitation:

Protecting adolescents from violence, sexual exploitation, and child labor is
a priority. Establishing child protection mechanisms, empowering



adolescents with knowledge and skills to protect themselves, and providing
safe and secure environments is essential.

Case Studies and Best Practices:

1. Education in Emergencies:

In the Rohingya refugee crisis, UNICEF established pop-up learning
spaces and provided textbooks and educational materials to continue
education for over 100,000 displaced adolescent refugees.

2. Psychosocial Support in Syria:

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) implemented a psychosocial
support program in Syrian refugee camps, providing individual and group
counseling, recreational activities, and life skills training to support
adolescents' well-being.

3. Adolescent Empowerment in Jordan:

Save the Children launched a youth empowerment program in Jordanian
refugee camps, providing adolescents with leadership training, job skills,
and support to participate in community decision-making.

Adolescents in humanitarian crises are a vulnerable population facing
unique challenges. However, they also possess remarkable resilience and
& 7]. By addressing their specific needs, providing them with
comprehensive support, and empowering them through education,
psychosocial care, and community engagement, we can unlock their



potential and foster their well-being in the face of adversity. Investing in
adolescents is investing in the future of communities affected by
humanitarian crises.
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